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High vs low

Sol-mi Patterns

Loud vs quiet (soft)

Vocal exploration 
(singing, speaking, 
shouting, 
whispering)

Resting tone

Appropriate range

Sing with 
and without 
accompaniment

Echo tonal patterns 
on words and neutral 
syllables (matching 
pitch)

Sing alone and with 
others

Rest, ready and 
playing position

Respond to teacher 
cues

Respond to poem 
and story cues

Timbre exploration

Wide variety of 
styles, timbres, 
genres, cultures, 
tonalities, meters

Respond to the 
treatment of musical 
elements 

Developmentally 
appropriate length 
(brief examples) 

Developmentally 
appropriate, non-
verbal responses 
(kinesthetic, artistic) 
to listening examples

Developmentally 
appropriate 
verbal response or 
reflection 

Offer verbal response 
or reflection to music 
samples

Exposure to tonal 
and rhythmic 
patterns

Melody:  songs and patterns utilizing a variety of modes and 
  tonalities

  use of props or symbols to reinforce pitch changes

Rhythm: q (experienced, not read)

   (experienced, not read)

  steady beat

  use of props or symbols

  Tempo: fast vs. slow

Timbre:  explore the sounds created with classroom    
  instruments

Form:  same vs. different 

  repetition vs contrast

Dynamics:  loud vs. quiet (soft)

  

Folk songs of different 
culture

Nursery rhymes

Wide variety of styles, 
genres, cultures

Connections to 
children’s literature 
(folk tales and legends) 

Song games and play 
parties

Audience/
performance etiquette

Holiday and seasonal 
songs and dances

Movement:  Respond to the treatment  
  of musical elements

  Locomotor (e.g. walk,   
  jump, skip) vs.    
  nonlocomotor (e.g.   
  tap, clap, stamp,  patsching)

  Respond to music with an  
  awareness of self vs. shared  
  space

Improvising:   Imitative and non-imitative  
  (improvised), based on   
  musical elements

  Improvising vocal,   
  instrumental and   
  body percussion patterns

  Call and response (vocal,   
  instrumental, or    
  body percussion)

Composing: Teacher guided class   
  compositions, based on the  
  musical elements

  Manipulate icons and create  
  own compositions

NYSSMA® Curriculum Committee
Sequential Guide to Music Instruction

for
Classroom / General Music

Early Childhood
Pre-Kindergarten / Kindergarten

Early Childhood
Pre-Kindergarten / Kindergarten

45 

Grade Two Content Standards 
Component Strand: 3.0 Historical and Cultural Context 

Dance 
Understanding the Historical 
Contributions and Cultural 

Dimensions of Dance 

Students analyze the function 
and development of dance in 
past and present cultures 
throughout the world, noting 
human diversity as it relates 
to dance and dancers. 
Development of Dance 
3.1 Name and perform 

social and traditional 
dances from various 
cultures. 

3.2 Explain commonalities 
among basic locomotor 
and axial movements in 
dances from various 
countries. 

3.3 Name and perform 
rhythms from different 
cultures (e.g., through 
clapping, stamping, using 
whole body movement). 

History and Function 
of Dance 
3.4 Describe dances seen 

in celebrations and 
community events. 

Music 
Understanding the Historical 
Contributions and Cultural 

Dimensions of Music 

Students analyze the role of 
music in past and present 
cultures throughout the 
world, noting cultural diver-
sity as it relates to music, 
musicians, and composers. 

Role of Music 
3.1 Identify the uses of 

specific music in daily 
or special events. 

Diversity of Music 
3.2 Sing simple songs and 

play singing games from 
various cultures. 

3.3 Describe music from 
various cultures. 

Theatre 
Understanding the Historical 
Contributions and Cultural 

Dimensions of Theatre 

Students analyze the role and 
development of theatre, film/ 
video, and electronic media in 
past and present cultures 
throughout the world, noting 
diversity as it relates to the-
atre. 

Role and Cultural 
Significance of Theatre 
3.1 Identify theatre and 

storytelling forms from 
different cultures. 

History of Theatre 
3.2 Identify universal charac-

ters in stories and plays 
from different periods 
and places. 

Visual Arts 
Understanding the Historical 
Contributions and Cultural 

Dimensions of the Visual Arts 

Students analyze the role and 
development of the visual arts 
in past and present cultures 
throughout the world, noting 
human diversity as it relates 
to the visual arts and artists. 

Role and Development 
of the Visual Arts 
3.1 Explain how artists use 

their work to share 
experiences or communi-
cate ideas. 

3.2 Recognize and use the 
vocabulary of art to 
describe art objects 
from various cultures 
and time periods. 

Diversity of the Visual Arts 
3.3 Identify and discuss how 

art is used in events and 
celebrations in various 
cultures, past and 
present, including the 
use in their own lives. 

Indicates a key content standard for the grade level. See page 23 for information on key content standards. 
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